[Toxic polyneuropathy after sniffing contact glue thinner (author's transl)].
Four men aged 16 to 19 years who had sniffed contact glue ("Pattex") thinner almost daily for 3 to 7 years developed a pronounced polyneuropathy. They had to be admitted nearly at the same time. A uniform neurological syndrome similar to Landry's paralysis with progressive ascending symmetrical pareses had developed. Motor deficiencies and atrophies affected the lower extremities more frequently and more severely. Only minimal sensory disturbances were found. The disease shows remarkable similarity to the "glue-sniffing neuropathy" described in the US and Japan which is attributed to n-hexane.